
Frequently Asked Questions About Internet Safety 

QUESTION: How is it possible for my student to interact with friends and strangers online? 

ANSWER: The internet provides students with many different ways to connect with people 

online via e-mail, texting, social media, video chat, and online gaming. These forums give your 

student access to an entire online global community, many of whom are complete strangers to 

your student. 

QUESTION: What can I do to understand how my student is potentially interacting with others 

online? 

ANSWER: Communication is key! Actively discuss with your student what online forums they 

want to use and establish guidelines for which ones you feel as a family are appropriate and safe 

choices. Create a family policy of how often your student will be allowed to use the specified 

forum and to what extent, if any, they can interact with people they do not know. 

QUESTION: What simple advice can I give my student if they encounter an uncomfortable 

situation online? 

ANSWER: Common Sense Media recommends that students keep these three words in the back 

of their mind for all online interactions: “Block, Ignore, Leave”. Your student can block a 

person, ignore them, or leave the online forum. Make sure your student always knows that they 

can talk to you about anything and that you will help them make the correct decision regarding 

their safety and level of comfort. 

QUESTION: Are there warning signs I should be aware of that might indicate my student is 

involved in an inappropriate relationship online? 

ANSWER: Some warning signs to look for are: your student spending a large amount of time 

online, your student is withdrawn, or your student seems to be hiding something. If your student 

exhibits some or any of these signs, then talk to them and ask about what they are doing online. 

Assure your student that you are there to help guide them to safe online relationships. 

Online Parent Resources for Digital Footprint: 

KIDSMART DIGITAL FOOTPRINT: http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/digitalfootprints/ 

DIGITAL FOOTPRINT VIDEO: https://www.commonsensemedia.org/videos/digital-footprint 

WHAT’S YOUR SENTENCE VIDEO: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjBmnfI4Tn4 

COMMON SENSE MEDIA DIGITAL GLOSSARY: 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/digital-glossary 
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